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blessed the new chapel, which is built outside the
fort,™ at a spot very convenient for the savages. On
the eve before blessing the chapel and the cross, which
is nearly 35 feet high, I invited the french to be good
enough to be present. They promised to be there,
and to manifest in public the honor in which they
held it. They showed the savages by 4 volleys from
their guns their veneration for this symbol of salvation.
About the middle of May the deputies of the
savages of this village, accompanied by two french-
men, went to seek the alliance of the Missour: and of
the Osages. These french Merchants, with the
view of carrying on an advantageous trade with
those tribes, made some proposals of peace to them;
to these they agreed solely out of complaisance to
the french, through consideration for whom they
became reconciled with the Osages. I would will-
ingly have performed that journey to see for myself
whether anything could be done there for the glory
of God among the Zamaroua and the Kaoukia, who
are Ilinois;® and to sound the Missouri and Osages,
in order to ascertain what could be obtained from
them with respect to christianity,—for I have no
doubt that I would have found many dying children
and adults to baptize. But, as there are among them
some libertines who do not love the Missionary’s pres-
ence, because they wish to continue their evil conduct,
I contented myself with telling them that I would
cheerfully have undertaken the journey with them,
as its difficulties and fatigues would have been agree-
able to me while working for the interests of God.
About that time, as I showed that I was surprised
by the indifference to instruction that I observed
among the Peouareona, notwithstanding the politeness



